West Eugene Collaborative
Community Outreach Meeting

Veneta, OR

9/30/08

This is a summary of the community outreach meeting from Veneta, OR held on September 30, 2008 from 7:00 to 8:30 P.M.  Gary Wildish facilitated the meeting with Tim McCabe assisting him with scribing notes and questions from the audience.  Other West Eugene Collaborative members present: Ric Ingham, John Alcott, and Jim Welsh.

The community outreach meeting in Veneta had a very positive turnout with approximately 20 members of the public joining the conversation.  Gary introduced the WEC and briefly explained the goals of the WEC and began a discussion of the three backbone scenarios.  The following questions and comments came out of that conversation.

· What is the feasibility of a double-decker rail line from Veneta or farther west to Eugene?

· Increase Roosevelt Ave to four lanes.

· Improve the intersection of Roosevelt and Beltline.

· Improve 7th Place at both ends (Connection with Hwy 99 and at Bailey Hill Road).

· Using Northwest Expressway as an additional truck route.  One member noted that he owns a business near downtown and uses Northwest Expressway as his truck route and saves a considerable amount of money in fuel charges and time).

· Change the merge lane from before Terry Street to after Terry Street for west bound traffic on W. 11th/Hwy 126.

· There should be better street connectivity to siphon traffic off W. 11th.

· There should be turn lanes at feed store (east of Greenhill Road) and at Greenhill Road both East and Westbound traffic.

· We should study the Skid marks on Road to figure out where the real problems are.

· Deceleration and acceleration lanes on W. 11th/Hwy 126 (mostly westbound).
· Extend 7th Place to Beltline.

· Extend Beltline West at Jerry’s and reconnect with Hwy 126 west of Greenhill near Fisher Road.

· What about more wetland mitigation to allow for roads to be built through old hay fields?

· Bus on rail.

· Ride share program in Veneta.

· The WEC should study travel times for each scenario.

· W. 11th should have more synchronized lights west of Garfield to facilitate traffic flow.

· Possibly eliminate traffic signals on some intersections on W. 11th to facilitate traffic flow.

· The WEC needs more stakeholders from W. 11th business owners (especially those who may lose land for increased right of way for the scenarios).
· The WEC (and city) should consider what would be the impact of a hospital on the west side.  What would be the implications of this and has this been considered in any of the scenarios?

· Has the WEC considered what $5-8 / gallon of gas may do to the need for these improvements?

Additionally, the group was informed about representative Holvey’s and Senator Prozanski’s interest in studying the 126 corridor from Beltline to Territorial as well as the possibility of that stretch being turned into a four-lane highway.  Safety concerns ranked very high in this conversation as well as the concern of Eugene’s UGB will not allow for growth.  There was considerable concern about the relationship between Eugene and neighboring communities such as Veneta and Junction City and that the city should do more to facilitate better traffic flow into the urban areas because this is where these communities do most of their commerce.  
The community members from Veneta were very interested in the work of the WEC, especially the area between Beltline and Veneta.  They also applauded the hard work that has been done by the volunteers on the WEC.  The meeting ended at approximately 8:30.

