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ISSUESTATEMENT
ThispastMarch theWestEugeneCollaborative WEC finalizeditsrecommendationsforaddressing
landuse transportationandenvironmentalissuesinwestEugeneandwestofEugene TheCityof
Eugeneplayedanessentialfunding membershipandstaffingroleintheproject WECmembers
presentedkeyfindingsfromtheirfinalreportatacouncilworkshoponApril 272009 Atthat
workshop thecouncilrequestedthatstaffreturnatafuturedatetodiscussandplanforpotential
implementationoftheWECrecommendations

BACKGROUND
ThereareanumberofongoingandupcomingCityinitiativesthatwillinsomewayaddresstheWEC
landuse environmentalandtransportationrecommendations

WestEugeneEmXExtension
TheCityhasbeenworkingcloselywithLTDtoextendtheEmXsystemtowestEugeneo

EugeneTransportationSystemPlanUpdate includingPedestrianandBicycleMasterPlan
EugenesupcomingTransportationSystemPlan TSP updatewillpresentanopportunitytoo
analyzeandconsider theWECstransportationrecommendationsinthecontextofthelarger
regionaltransportationsystem
TheCitywasrecentlynotifiedbytheDepartmentofLandConservationandDevelopmento
thattheyhave approvedaTransportationandGrowthManagementgrantofapproximately
157000forthePedestrianandBicycleMasterPlanelementoftheTSPUpdate Thiswill

provideanopportunitytoconsider theWECsrecommendationsthatrelatetopedestrianand
bicycleissues

West11thAvenueTransportationCorridorStudy
Thisstudy whichisinthe finaldraftphase considers howtomakeWest11thAvenueworko
betterbetweenChambersStreetandGreenHillRoad Thestudyaddresses anumberof
issuesrelatedtotheWECrecommendations includingpedestrianandbicyclefacilities
accessmanagement andtrafficsignaltiming Staffplantoreturntothecouncilthisfallto
presentstheresultsoftheWest11thstudy
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TIGER TransportationInvestmentGeneratingEconomicRecovery GrantApplication
Citystaffareworkingwith theOregonDepartmentofTransportation ODOT todevelopano
applicationtotheUSDOTTIGERgrantprogramthatisproviding 15billionnationally for
transportationprojects Thedraftprojectproposalentailsreconstructing Highway99
betweenGarfieldandRoosevelttourbanstandards includingsidewalks accessmanagement
andstormwater facilities addingasecondleft turnlanetoHighway99atRoosevelt
upgrading5thAvenuebetweenHighway99andBaileyHillroadwithanewstreetsurface
andsidewalks andreplacingthefourwaystopat5thandSenecawitharoundaboutsized for
largetrucks

EugeneComprehensiveLandsAssessment ECLA
InJanuary2008 thecouncildirectedstafftoconductanassessmentofresidential industrialo
andcommercial lands aswellasnon employmentlands eg parks openspace This
expandedstudyincludesaninventoryofbuildablelands withintheCitysUGB anestimate
ofneedforlandfor residentialuses an estimateofneedfor landfornonresidentialuses
primarilycommercialandindustrial butalsopublic andadeterminationofwhetherthe

Cityhassufficient landwithintheUGBtomeettheestimated residentialandnon residential
needs

QuickResponseGrant
TheOregon DepartmentofLandConservation andDevelopment DLCD QuickResponseo
programprovidesdesignassistancetohelpunderstandhowprivatepropertycanbe
developedtomeetdifferentcommunitygoals Citystaffareworkingwith LTDtoidentifya
propertyowneronWest11thAvenuewhoisinterested inredevelopingthepropertytoa less
auto orienteddesign TheidealpropertywillbackuptotheAmazonChannelwhichwill
presenttheopportunitytoconsiderhowthepropertycouldberedevelopedwithEmXon
West11thoralongthechannel itmayalsobepossible toconsiderhowthepropertywould
beredevelopedwithamultiwayboulevardon11th

AccessManagementPolicy
Theproposedaccessmanagementregulationsareintendedtobalancetheneedforasafeo
andefficientroadway systemagainsttheneedtoprovideingressandegresstodeveloped
landadjacenttothestreet limit thenumberofconflictpointsandseparatebasicconflict
areasbymanaging thenumber spacing locationanddesignofaccessconnections
preserveintersectioninfluenceareastoallowdriverstofocusontrafficoperational tasks
andreduceinterferencewiththroughmovement causedbyslowervehiclesexiting
enteringorturningacrosstheroadway byprovidingturning lanesortapersandrestricting
certainmovements Accessmanagementregulationswillparticularlybenefittrafficflow
andsafetyonmajorarterialslikeWest11thAvenue Theproposedregulations willcome
beforethe councilthisfall

MetroWaterways
TheUS ArmyCorpsofEngineers inpartnershipwiththecitiesofEugeneandSpringfieldo
EugeneWater ElectricBoard andLaneCounty isconductingamulti yearstudyfor
identifyingandevaluatingproblemareasandopportunitiesrelatedtothefunctionandhealth
ofourlocalwaterways Thestudyexaminesissuesrelatedtofloodprotectionanddrainage
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management conservationofwildlifeandaquatichabitat waterquality openspaces and
recreationalandeducationalopportunities Theeventual goaloftheMetroWaterwaysstudy
istoidentifyandselectspecific enhancementprojectsdesignedtofixproblemsandimprove
overallconditionsofourwaterways ThedraftEnvironmentalAssessment EA forthe
MetroWaterwaysStudyidentifiesover 90millionworthofhabitatenhancementsin14
differentreaches ofAmazonCreek TheArmyCorpsofEngineershasallocated 400000in
ARRAfundstowardscompletingtheMetroWaterwaysfeasibilitystudy

Attachedareatimelinethatshowswhenthesedifferentinitiativesareexpectedtobestartedand
completedandastaffresponsetotheWECrecommendationsthatprovidesadditionalinformationabout
theseprojects TheconceptofconvertingsectionsofWest11thAvenuetoa multiwayboulevard isthe
primaryWECrecommendationthatisnotexplicitlyaddressed throughanyoftheseprojects Thelarge
investmentinconvertingWest11thtoamultiwayboulevardmaymakesenseifitisinsupportofa
largervisiontoencouragecompactmixedusedevelopmentalongWest11th

Someoftheinitiativesdescribedabove suchastheWest11thTransportationCorridorStudypresentan
opportunitytolookathowtomakeourtransportationsystemworkmoreefficientlyforallmodesof
travel Others suchastheTSPUpdateandECLApresentanopportunitytohave acommunitywide
dialogueabouthowwewant todevelopasacityincluding whereweshouldencouragemoredensity
andwhatkindofinfrastructureweneedtosupportthatdevelopment

RELATEDCITYPOLICIES
TheWECrecommendationsareconsistentwith manyoftheAdoptedGrowthManagementPolicies

COUNCILOPTIONS
None this isaninformationitemonly

CITYMANAGERSRECOMMENDATION
None this isaninformationitemonly

SUGGESTEDMOTION
None this isaninformationitemonly

ATTACHMENTS
A ResponsetoWECRecommendations
B Timeline

FORMOREINFORMATION
StaffContact RobInerfeld
Telephone 6825343
StaffEMail robinerfeld@cieugeneorus

Z CMO2009CouncilAgendasM090812S090812Bdoc



Z CMO2009CouncilAgendasM090812S090812Bdoc



ATTACHMENTA

Response toWECRecommendations

Transportation
An inner alternativerouteconnectingfromHighway99neartheBigY eastandwest
along5thand7th andviaBaileyHilltoWest11thAvenue

TheCityisapplyingforaUSDOTARRA fundedTIGERgranttofacilitateeast westo
ththflowalong5 AvenuebetweenHwy99andWest11

TheCitycouldrequestmodelingassistancefromLCOGtoforecast thepotential foro
thwhetherthealternativerouteswouldshiftanytripsoffofW 11 Itmaybepossible

toincorporatethisstepintotheTSPUpdate

An outer alternativerouteconnectingfromHighway99 eastandwestalongRoosevelt
Boulevard andviaBeltlinetoWest11thAvenue

ODOTincorporatedanadditional leftturnonHwy99atRooseveltintotheirHwy99o
projectwhichwasshelvedduetolackoffunding TheCityispartneringwithODOT
onaTIGERgrantapplicationtorebuildHwy99fromGarfieldtoRoosevelt
includingtheadditionalleft turnlane

Developand implementacommunitydesignprocesstotestthemultiwayboulevard
visionfor westEugene

Amultiwayboulevardwouldbeamajorpublicinvestmentwithsignificantpropertyo
andbusinessimpacts Itonlymakessensetopursueamultiwayboulevardifitisin

thsupportofmixeduseorotherhighdensitydevelopmentalongWest11 Avenue
TheEugeneComprehensiveLandsAssessmentmayleadtocommunitydialogue
aboutwhereadditionaldensityshouldbelocatedand thismaypresentanopportunity

thtoinvestigatethepotential for mixedusedevelopmentalongW 11

CompleteaHighway126safetyandmobilitystudy asproposedbySenatorProzanski
andRepresentativeHolvey

TheCityhasadvocatedforstateand federalfundingforthisstudy however theo
studyhasyettobe funded

Enhancepublictransitservice
TheCityisworkingcloselywith LTDtoextendEmX servicetowestEugeneo

Improvetrafficsignalization
thThiswillbeaddressedintheWest11 TransportationCorridorStudywhichwill beo

completedthisfall

Constructsafetyimprovementstosidewalks crosswalks andbicyclepathsthroughout
thecorridorwithparticularfocusonsafeconnectionsandimprovedsignagetoandfrom
theFernRidgePath

thTheseissueswillalsobe addressedintheWest11 StudyandthePedestrianando
BicycleMasterPlan update

Addstripedbicyclelanesalong5thAvenueand7thPlaceaspartofalternativeroute
development
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ThiswillbeconsideredinthedevelopmentoftheTIGERgrantapplicationandtheo
PedestrianandBicycleMasterPlanupdate
TransPlancallsforstripingbikelaneson7thPlaceo

ConstructsignificantcrossingimprovementsatOakPatchandCityViewontheFern
RidgePathsuchasbicycleunderpassesorotherappropriateimprovements

Inrecentyears theCityhasinstalledpedestrianrefugeswhere theFernRidgePatho
intersectswith BaileyHillRoad OakPatchRoad andCityViewStreet
OpportunitiestomakeadditionalimprovementstoFernRidgePathstreetcrossingso
willbeconsideredthroughtheEmXandMetroWaterwaysprojectsandthe
PedestrianandBicycleMasterPlanupdate

IncreasethenumberofbikesthatLTDvehicles
LTDisconvertingmanyoftheirbusesfrombikeracksthatcarrytwobikestorackso
thatcarrythreebikes

LandUse
UndertaketheCityofEugenesComprehensiveLandsAssessment ECLA

ECLAisunderwayandisscheduledtobecompletedbytheendoftheyearo

Completelandredevelopmenttomulti storymixedusealongWest11thAvenue
multiwayboulevard

ThefollowuptoECLAmaypresentanopportunitytoengagethecommunityino
dialogueabouthowwewanttogrowasacityandwhereweshouldencouragemore
density EncouragingdensermixedusedevelopmentintheWest11thAve corridor
canbepartofthis communityconversation

Environment
Rezonepubliclyownedandprivateconservationareas suchasthoselandsownedbythe
NatureConservancy toanaturalresourcesdesignation

ThroughimplementingpoliciesintheWestEugeneWetlandsPlanand theconditionso
oftheapprovalorderissued bytheOregonDepartmentofStateLandsin2002 the
CityrezonedalltheparcelsownedbytheCity BLM andTheNatureConservancy
thatweredesignatedas Protect intheWestEugeneWetlands PlantotheNatural
ResourcesZonein2003 This2003rezoningprocessdidnotincludeotherparcels
ownedbythesethreeentitiesinwestEugenethatwerenotdesignatedas Protect
undertheWestEugeneWetlandsPlan Since2003 theseorganizations have
purchasedadditionalacreageinwestEugene and theseacreshave notbeenrezoned
totheNaturalResources

ImplementcurrentlyplannedMetroWaterwaysenhancementstoAmazonCreek
ThedraftEnvironmental Assessment EA fortheMetroWaterwaysStudyidentifieso
over 90millionworthofhabitatenhancementsin14differentreachesofAmazon
Creek OncetheEAisfinalizedandapprovedbytheUS ArmyCorpsofEngineers
ArmyCorps theCityofEugenewillworkwiththeArmyCorpstoseekfederal

funds whichcanfundupto65 oftheproject cost toimplementthehighestpriority
habitatenhancementprojects Inaddition theCitywillseeknon federalfundsto
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helpcontributetotheCitysportionofthehabitatenhancementprojectcostshare
35

UndertakeanassessmentofwestEugenehabitatconnectionsneededbywildlifemoving
betweenwetlands wetprairie oaksavannahandorforest

Overthepast15years theWestEugeneWetlandsPartnershiphasacquiredabouto
3000acresofland inwestEugenethat iscomprisedofwetlandsandassociated
uplandhabitats AkeyelementofthePartnership sacquisitionstrategywasto
purchasepropertiesthatprovidehydrologicandecologicalconnectivity
Connectivityisimportantforavarietyofreasons includingtoallowwildlifetomove
withinandamongthevarioushabitat types Withthisprotectedsysteminplace the
Partnershiphasundertakenseveralstudiestoassesstheabilityofcertainwildlife
speciestomovewithinandamongthehabitattypes Inparticular severalstudies
havebeenconductedonWesternpondturtleandFender sbluebutterfly Apartfrom
thesetwospecies therehavenotbeenanyspecificassessmentsofhabitatconnections
neededtomoveinthewestEugenearea

SupporttheconstructionandoperationoftheEnvironmentalEducationCenter
TheCityofEugeneisa partnerintheefforttoconstructandoperateano
EnvironmentalEducationCenter inwestEugene AsrecentlyasJanuary29 2009
ParksandOpenSpaceDirectorJohnnyMedlin providedanupdatetoCityCouncilon
thestatusofthiseffortwithamemotoMayorPiercyandtheCityCouncil

Acttoimprove AmazonCreekwaterquality
ImprovingwaterqualityinAmazonCreekisakeygoaloftheCitysstormwatero
program Sincestormwaterfrom65 ofEugeneslandbasedrainsintoAmazon
Creek achievingthisgoalrequireseffectiveimplementationofaverylargesuiteof
actions includingactionsthatcanonlybeimplementedbyindividuallandowners
Havingsaidthat therearespecificactionsthatPublicWorksistakingtoimprove
waterqualityinAmazonCreek Forexample theParksandOpenSpaceDivision
hasbeenactivelyplantingtreesalongthebanksofAmazonCreektoimproveshading
ofthecreek whichhelpsreducewatertemperature Inaddition multiplehabitat
restorationprojectsalongAmazonCreekhaveoccurredoverthepastdecade which
havehelpedimprovewaterquality expand floodstoragecapacity andimprove
habitat forabroadsuiteofnativeplant andanimalcommunities Inthefuture the
Citywillbeimplementing plannedcapitalimprovementprojectsidentifiedinthe
MetroWaterwaysStudy whichwillcontinuethetrendofimprovingwaterquality
floodstoragecapacity andhabitatintheAmazonCreeksystem

Undertakeafeasibilitystudy ofreestablishingcutthroat troutpassagebetweenAmazon
CreekandCoyoteCreek Itissuggestedthatacollaborativepartnershipbeusedto
implementthisstudythatincludestheArmyCorpsofEngineers theBureauofLand
Management theCityofEugene andLaneCounty

Thereiscurrentlynoactionunderwayrelatedtothisrecommendationo
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