JOINT RESOLUTION NO. ____ Draft 2/25/09

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING A COLLABORATIVE RELATIONSHIP

BETWEEN THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EUGENE

AND THE NEIGHBORHOOD LEADERS COUNCIL

Findings:

A. At the February 2005 retreat of the City Council, launching a Neighborhood Empowerment Initiative was identified as a council goal and priority issue.

B. On November 23, 2005, the City Council adopted a Neighborhood Empowerment Action Plan with a focus on creating and sustaining Strong Neighborhoods. The emphasis was on building partnerships motivated collaboratively to problem-solve and develop solutions that benefit the community.

C. In April of 2007, the Neighborhood Empowerment Action Plan was updated to reflect additional direction from the City Council resulting from the January 2007 Council Retreat, as well as input from neighborhood associations, the Neighborhood Leaders Council, and the February 2007 Neighborhood Summit.

D. In the Plan, Action #B3, is titled “Evaluate Existing Structure.” It notes that the Neighborhood Leaders Council is without formal ties to the City Council or the City organization. It asks: Is it time for that to change? Should we explore the possibilities of other structures?

E. In the final report (January 2009) of the JLA consultants on “City of Eugene Neighborhood Services Assessment,” Recommendation 10 proposed that the City formally recognize the Neighborhood Leaders Council.

NOW, THEREFORE,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF EUGENE:

The City Council formally recognizes the Neighborhood Leaders Council (NLC) as its advisor on city-wide neighborhood issues. The Council acknowledges NLC’s existing By-Laws establishing it as a citizen-led independent body of officers elected or otherwise designated by their neighborhoods. The Council will seek to collaborate with NLC on neighborhood issues, particularly on the Neighborhood Empowerment Initiative. The Council directs the City Manager to cooperate and coordinate with NLC on neighborhood issues.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NEIGHBORHOOD LEADERS COUNCIL:

NLC continues under its By-Laws (as revised March 26, 2008) to advise the City Council, Planning Commission, and other City boards, commissions, departments, officials and other decision-making bodies on issues of concern to the neighborhoods.  NLC promotes grassroots democratic involvement and encourages citizen participation, maintaining effective communication with the people in the neighborhoods. NLC assists the neighborhood associations, exchanging information about issues of mutual concern, providing coordination where desired, and promoting effective leadership skills. NLC works with City staff and elected and appointed officials in seeking and implementing solutions to neighborhood problems.
This Resolution shall become effective immediately upon its adoption.

CITY OF EUGENE 



     NEIGHBORHOOD LEADERS COUNCIL

_______________________________ _____    _______________________________ _____ 

Mayor 




   Date       Co-Chair 



        Date

_______________________________ _____    _______________________________ _____ 

Council President                                   Date      Co-Chair 

     

        Date
